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important than the legal; and the public service
would gain something, if life-peerages were regularly
bestowed on the Presidents of the Eoyal College of
Surgeons and the Eoyal College of Physicians. "
Learning and science might be directly represented
in other ways. The University members, a mere
powerless anomaly in the House of Commons,
might be transferred to the Lords, and reinforced
by representatives from other centres of education,
besides those at present capriciously recognised for
political purposes. The Chambers of Commerce and
the Institute of Bankers, and other authoritative
organisations of the trading and mercantile com-
munities, might also be allowed a certain number
of seats. And finally the trade-unions might be
permitted to leaven the august assembly by sending
to it a few of their most able officials. It might be
difficult, indeed, to persuade these tribunes of the
people to accept a title of honour, even for their own
lives; but if they could become peers without being
lords they might consent to serve in a Chamber
where their special knowledge of workiiig-class
opinion would necessarily be of value.

A House of Lords so modified would undoubtedly
form a strong Senate. The real danger is that it
might become too strong. It is the difficulty which
confronts us the moment we consider any scheme
of House of Lords reform. If the reform is genuine
it must obviously result in increasing the power of
the Second Chamber. The hereditary peers are
acutely conscious of the fact that they hold their
legislative privilege by a precarious tenure. A body
of representative peers of Parliament who had been
nominated because of their real or assumed capacity,